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GUIDELINES
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Summary

The goal of this program is to fund potential tourism projects that positively impact the City of Oxford's economy and community. In keeping with the underlying mission of the Oxford CVB which is established to promote Oxford as a tourism destination, this grant program is designed to support, foster and promote events or projects that generate visitors to Oxford.  Eligible projects are those that target markets outside Lafayette County and/or generate hotel rooms in Oxford, Mississippi.

There are 3 categories of eligible applicants for CVB Grants: (the guidelines for each category are listed below) 


 Category 1- Events, Festivals and other projects


 Category 2- Films made in Lafayette County 

              Category 3- Conferences at the Oxford Conference Center

Eligibility Requirements for Category 1 (Events, Festivals or other projects)

Eligible applicants are those submitting applications for projects that take place between September 1, 2011 and August 31, 2012 and meet the following objectives:

1. Promotion of an event that targets markets outside of Lafayette County in an effort to create tourism visits to Oxford.

2. An event that generates at least 10 hotel room nights.

All funds awarded must be matched on a dollar-for-dollar basis.  Matching contributions must be in hard cash, not in-kind contributions. Applicants may not request more than 50% of the total project budget.

Eligible Costs for Category 1

1. Advertising through paid media (including newspapers, magazines, radio, online, television, and billboards) to be placed in markets outside Lafayette County.  A media schedule is required.

2. Printed materials (including brochures, inserts, and direct mail pieces) for distribution outside of Lafayette County.  A distribution list is required.

Ineligible Costs for Category 1

1. Administrative expenses such as travel, meals, lodging, performance fees, rental equipment and salaries for staff or volunteers.

2. Day-to-day operating expenses such as maintenance, rent, electricity, telephone charges.

3. Office supplies

4. Sales tax

Eligibility Requirements for Category 2 (Film)

Eligible applicants are those submitting applications for films that take place between September 1, 2011 and August 31, 2012 and meet the following:

1. A film that is filmed in Oxford or Lafayette County that generates at least 50 hotel rooms throughout the course of filming.

2. An estimated economic impact summary of your film on the Oxford tourism-based economy (e.g., lodging and dining establishments).

3. Provide a synopsis, copy of the script (or other outline for non-scripted projects), and total project budget for review.

Category 2 works as a sponsorship or rebate, and funding can be used as deemed appropriate by the Filmmakers and Tourism Council to help with production cost. 

Eligibility Requirements for Category 3 (Conferences at the Oxford Conference Center)

Eligible applicants are those submitting applications for meetings or conferences that that take place between September 1, 2011 and August 31, 2012 and meet the following objectives:

1. A “non-local” (50% of meeting attendees must be from outside Lafayette County) event that takes place at the Oxford Conference Center.

2. A meeting or conference that generates at least 75 hotel rooms in Oxford hotels. 

Eligible Costs for Category 3

1. Advertising and promotion of your event or conference with the goal of increasing attendance to the Oxford Conference Center.  A promotion schedule is required.

2. Printed materials (including brochures, inserts, and direct mail pieces) for distribution outside of Lafayette County.  A distribution list is required.

Ineligible Costs for Category 3

1. Administrative expenses such as travel, meals, lodging, performance fees, rental equipment and salaries for staff.

2. Rental of the Oxford Conference Center.

Selection Criteria for all Categories

The Oxford Tourism Council will use the following criteria when reviewing projects for funding consideration:

1. The project generates room nights in Lafayette County and visits to local establishments.

2. The project will be advertised and promoted outside Oxford and Lafayette County.

3. Economic impact to Oxford’s local tourism-based economy directly resulting from this project, film or event.

Process for all Categories

Applications will be reviewed and decided upon by The Oxford Tourism Council, governing board of the OCVB.   

All projects for consideration must be submitted to the Oxford Convention and Visitors Bureau at 102 Ed Perry Blvd, Oxford, Mississippi 38655.  Applications must:

1. Be turned in by the second Wednesday of September, December, March or June.

2. Include 10 copies.

After the Tourism Council has finalized grant evaluations for the period, the Applicant Project Director will be notified in writing within 7 days.  Grantees will be forwarded 70% of the total funding approved within 30 days of approval.  The remaining 30% will be awarded 30 days after approval of the applicant’s final report.  

The final report must be submitted to the Oxford Convention and Visitors Bureau within 30 days of the project’s completion or by August 31, 2012 
(whichever comes first).  Failure to submit a final report will result in an applicant not receiving the remaining 30%.

All projects receiving grant funding must adhere to the following requirement.  If this is not followed a project may be deemed ineligible, and the applicant will be responsible for returning all grant monies to the Oxford Convention and Visitors Bureau.

Feature the Oxford Convention and Visitors Bureau’s logo and grant phrase.  The Oxford Convention and Visitors Bureau will provide the logo and grant phrase upon project approval.

Applying Project Directors will be accountable for all monies awarded and responsible for submitting documentation verifying all expenditures.  Awarded funds may only be used for budget items approved.  

Questions

If you have any questions regarding the Oxford Convention and Visitors Bureau Grants Program Guidelines and/or Application, please contact Mary-Kathryn Herrington, at the Oxford Convention and Visitors Bureau at 662-232-2367 or at marykathryn@oxfordcvb.com.


