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The Marble Faun

Soldiers’ Pay

Mosquitoes

Sartoris [wow Flags in the Dust}*
The Sound and the Fury*

As | Lay Dying*

Sanctuary*

These 13*

Light in August™®

A Green Bough

Doctor Martino and Other Stories™®
Pylon

Absalom, Absalom!*

The Unvanquished*

The Wild Palms {now If | Forget Thee.
Jerusalem)

The Hamlet*

Go Down, Moses™*

The Portable Faulkner®

Intruder in the Dust*

Knight's Gambit*

Collected Stories of William Faulkner®
Requiem for a Nun*

A Fable

Big Woods*

The Town*

The Mansion*

The Reivers*

The Wishing Tree

Uncollected Stories of

William Faulkner*

Helen: A Gourtship

Father Abraham

Vision in Spring

*  Yoknapatawpha-related works



WI”IEIITI FH lI"(I'IEf‘ is internationally acclaimed as
one of the greatest writers in the twentieth century. Both
American and foreign critics have praised his technical
innovation, masterful characterization, and rich
language while readers the world over have been
delighted by his skills as a storyteller and moved by his
deep probing of the mysteries of human life.

The young Faulkner aspired to be a poet and wrote
impressionistic verses about a pastoral world inhabited
by fauns, satyrs, and ethereal lovers. After publishing a
volume of such poetry and two novels, one about a fatally
wounded aviator who returns home to Georgia and the
other about bohemian life in New Orleans, Faulkner
discovered that his “own little postage stamp of native
soil was worth writing about” and that his subject would
enable him to use his literary talents to the fullest.

The resulting chronicles of Yoknapatawpha are firm-
ly rooted in Mississippi soil, but their creator empha-
sized that he was not trying to write “a pageant of the
county” but to put in lasting form “the passions of the
hope, the beauty, the tragedy, the comedy of man, weak
and frail but unconquerable.” The ultimate purpose
of this art is summarized in Faulkner’s 1950 Nobel Prize
acceptance speech: “The poet’s voice need not merely
be the record of man, it can be one of the props, the pil-
lars to help him endure and prevail.”

William Faulkaer, 1962, Dain Collectior, Socthern Media At ive,
© enter o che Study of fochem Lulters, University of M ssissippi



Faulkner scholars and family members claim that
William C. Falkner, the first Mississippi Falkner,
arrived in Ripley in 1842, Leaving his financially
strained family behind in Ste. Genevieve, Missouri,
the teenage William traveled south to live with his
uncle John Wesley Thompson, a prominent Ripley
attorney.

In early 1847, William left his new home to enter
the Mexican War. Sustaining injuries from a rifle
shot within weeks of his arrival, the twenty-two year
old returned to Ripley where he became an attorney,
married an affluent young woman, and had his first
child, John Wesley Thompson Falkner.

When his wife died of tuberculosis less than a
vear later, William gave custody of his young son to
the relative for whom he was named. He then went
on to remarry, serve as a colonel in the Civil War,
own and operate the Ripley Railroad, and write a
best-selling novel, The White Rose of Memphis.

John W. T. Falkner lived with his great uncle in
Ripley until after the Civil War when he enrolled in
a law program at the University of Mississippi in
Oxford. Graduating in 1869, he soon after married
Sallie Murry, a prominent woman from Tippah
County. John and his new wife then moved to Ripley
where the couple had three children: Murry
Cuthbert, Mary Holland, and John W. T. Jr. Fifteen
vears later, in 1885, the family relocated to Oxford.

Their eldest son, Murry, attended the town’s newly
formed public school and then, like his father, the
University of Mississippi. Distracted by his interest in
his grandfather’s railroad, however, Murry moved to
Pontotoc in 1889 to work on the south end of the
line. During a visit home in 1896, Murry met Maud
Butler whom he courted for ten days and then married.




Oxtord = Lafayette County
New Albany = Union County
Ripley = Tippah County

The newlyweds moved to New Albany where, on
September 25, 1897, William Cuthbert Falkner* was
born. A year later, the Falkners relocated to Ripley
and then, in 1902, the family finally settled in
Oxford. Here William spent most of his childhood
and vyouth, briefly attended the University of
Mississippi, married and lived, from 1930 until his
death in 1962, at his antebellum home, Rowan Oak.

“Faulkner added the “u” to his family name when he was training as
a pilot in Canada in the Air Corps.

Faulkner Courtry: Latayette Courty, Unior County and Tippah Courty. MiP BY PETER CLEARY
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Map from Absalom, Absafom!
by William Feulkner.
Copyright © 1964 by

Estelle Faulkner and Jill Faulkner
Summers. Reprinted by permission
of Random House, Inc.
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Oxtord, LB

Latayette County Courthouse (1873) Generally regarded as the
centerpiece of the county’s historic architecture, the courthouse
stands in the heart of the town square, which itself is 2 National Historic
Landmark, Completely vestored in 1981, the Courthouse remains as
Faulkner characterized it in Reguferm for a Nun, “the center, the focus,
the hub” of county life. Visitors should note the Gonfederate statue
facing south, the handsome wrought-iren fence, and the sign bearing
Faulkner’s description.

o Dwvall's (1810) The building itself was the original location of the

First National Bank; the first bank president was John Wesley
Thompson Falkner, William and John's paternal grandfather; William
Faulkner worked here as a bookkeeper.

“Gavin Stevenss’ Office (above Jennie's Hallmark, ca. 1868} The
first office on the second floor was used as the setting for “Gavin
Stevens's” law office during the 1949 filming of futruder in the Dust.

Phil Stone's Office {now Freeland and Freeland, 1860s) This was the

office of Faulkner’s friend and confidant, Phil Stone. In May of 1924,

Mr. Stone and Mr. Faulkner mailed the author’s first manuscript of a

book of poems, The Marble Faun, which was published later that year.

When copies arrived, Stone and Faulkner walked the Oxford Square selling
Faulkner's fivst published book. They had a falling out in later years,

dt. Peter's Episcopal Church (1833) While records state that

Faulkner was a member, he attended only 2 few times each year—
Christmas, Faster, weddings, and/or funerals. Faulkner’s daughter, Jill,
was married here as was John Faulkner’s son, Jimmy. St. Peter’s is the
oldest existing church built in Oxford.

Duvall House (1B79) Faulkner and his bride, Estelle Oldham

Franklin, made this their first home when they rented a portion of

the house from Miss Elma Meek in June of 1929. Here Faulkner wrote
“A Rose for Emily,” Sanctuary, and several short stories.

J. D. Williams Library The Department of Archives and

Special Collections contains Faulkner books and manuscripts,

the William Faulkner Collection, his Nobel Prize along with other
medals and awards, and busts of both John and William,

° University Post Office (Faser Hall, 1908} This was the location

of the first university post office where Faulkner “worked” as
postmaster starting in 1921. He spent much of his time on the job drawing,
wriling, and playing poker and, as a result, was asked to resign in 1924,
Upon his resignation, Faulkner stated, “1 refuse to place myself at the
beck and call of every 8.0.B. with the price of a two-cent stamp.”




