NEW EXHIBITS FILL THE L. Q. C. LAMAR HOUSE IN OXFORD
The life and times of Lucius Quintus Cincinnatus Lamar, Mississippi’s greatest 19th-century statesman, are vividly portrayed in the new permanent exhibit at the L.Q.C. Lamar House Museum in Oxford.  Unveiled on April 1st, the professionally executed exhibit debuted at the start of the Civil War’s Sesquicentennial.  It departs from the usual emphasis at Civil War sites on battles and generals to uncover the roots of the great tragedy.    
Visitors to this National Historic Landmark site are immersed in the critical politics that Congressman Lamar influenced both before and after cannons shook America.  All the rooms in the house he called home now tell the stories that Lamar lived and often created during his 1825-1893 lifespan.  

Visitors also learn a remarkable preservation story.  The Greek Revival house built by Lamar in 1870 made the Mississippi Heritage Trust’s Ten Most Endangered List in 2000.  By then, the Oxford-Lafayette County Heritage Foundation (OLCHF) had already begun its mission to rescue the landmark.  With an allocation from the Mississippi Legislature, OCLHF became the house’s new owner in 2004.
Next was funding the $1.5 million restoration, boosted with the award of a Save America’s Treasures grant.  By 2008, the meticulously restored house was ready for its new life as a history museum.  The City of Oxford took over stewardship of Lamar’s house also in 2008.  
Against the canvas of Lamar’s revived house, the award of a Preserve America Community grant began the design and fabrication of exhibits by a prominent Atlanta-area company.  Its lead designer was among the finalists in the World Trade Center Memorial Competition that attracted more than 5,000 international entries.  

A few Lamar furnishings are scattered throughout the exhibit, including a sofa given to Professor Lamar by his last law school class in 1870 and the travel trunk that accompanied Lamar between Washington and Oxford numerous times during his long national career.  But the graphical presentation of Lamar’s lifespan takes center stage.  It draws visitors into the cotton plantation economy, secession and war, and the reasons John F. Kennedy featured Lamar in Profiles in Courage.  Audio stations give visitors a sampling of the orations that raised Lamar to national prominence. 

Supplementary panels highlight the role of African Americans within the Civil War era.  Their centuries in bondage, their courageous resistance to enslavement, and their participation in government during Reconstruction are explored. 
Both the exhibit and the restored landmark house can be viewed during regular hours or during specially arranged tours for groups of five or more.  Admission for adults is $5.00, 18 and under free.  For details, call the Oxford CVB at 662/232-2477 or 662/232-2367.    The house is located in Oxford’s North Lamar Historic District at 616 North 14th Street, walking distance from the Courthouse Square Historic District.          
